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light lanterns
Kue said. "If there's disagreeThe Uruversity of Rhode
ment, I try to remmd the group
land celebrated its students,
for Africa in
to look at how we impact the
culty, staff and organizacommunity on a larger level,
)ns' commitment to multiculand JUSt keep the group
annual event
ral inclusion
at the URI
focused on that."
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iversity Awards Banquet last
ght m the Memorial Uruon.
The event recognized 13
udents, clubs and faculty

embers who have made
1ique advancements to URI' s
1mmitment to campus diverty.The winners were selected
ter

bemg

nommated

by

emselves or another member

· the URI community, accordg to Mailee Kue, assistant
rector of the Multicultural

=nter.
"Anybody

can nommate

1meone, and you can even

If-nommate," Kue said. "Our
,ocess is that it's not the numir of nominations you get, but
hat you have actually conibutect to the community."
The Multicultural
Center

tout a call for nom1nations

in

te fall of 2011, according to
1K Atter all the nomma\10ns
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The nominees for Student Organization Excellence are presented
at the 14th Annual URI Diversity Awards Banquet.
explairung more about themselves 11 so we could get a full
picture of the mdividual," Kue
said.
"It was a complete surprise
[to be nonunated],"
senior
N arvan Hilliard,
who was
awarded for Undergraduate
Student Excellence 1n Arts and
Culture for his commitment as
president of the URI Capoeira
Club, said. "I was minding my
own business and I got an
email from Mailee, and she

Kue said since the committee does not really operate by a
maJority vote, coming to decis10ns can be difficult in some
instances. Other times, however, there is clear agreement on
the winner.
"Typically you'll find patterns of individuals who are
ranked pretty high consistently
across groups,"
she said.
"Choosmg
a more flexible
approach is appropnate, particularly m the work of diversity."
The
event
featured
keynote speaker [ohn Ramos,
who 1s known for revitalizing
urban
education
1n
Connecticut
and promotmg
educational
reform for students of all backgrounds.
Ramos urged URI students

because I guess he got something similar during his day."
A committee of 12 undergraduate
and graduate
students, faculty and staff members then read the mdividual
mtormation and ranked them
on how they answered' the
questions agamst others 1n the
specific pool they were competing m. Kue then calculated
the scores, and the group came
to a consensus to select either
one, two or three rec1p1ents. and faculty to be pro-active m

BY KIMBERLY DELANDE
News Reporter

1

Uruversity
of
Rhode
Island's
Students
for the
Welfare of Afnca (SAWA) is
pianrung to hold their third
annual
Lights
for Afnca
event, which was ongmally
scheduled to take place this
week, but has been rescheduled due to issues SAWA had
with ordermg lanterns for the
event.
While the group does not
have a concrete date as for
when the event will take
place, SAWA president Tetee
Joseph said that it should
occur "in about two weeks."
Lights for Afnca 1s an
event where students gather
on the Quadrangle and light a
lantern tor Africa. Joseph said
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Slow Food URI brings local, healthy fare to campus
BY AUDREY O'NEIL

The Local Food Market con-

ContributingNews Reporter

srnts

In an effort to better their
eating habits, students on cam-

pus are begmrung to turn to
orgaruc foods. One student
organization at the Uruversity
of Rhode Island is finding
ways to en1oy foods m theu
natural forms.

Founded three years ago,
the organization Slow Food
URI focuses on the principles
of good, clean and fau food.
Slow Food URI supports food
that 1s healthy, nutritious and
good for people. They ensure
the food 1s produced by env1ronmentally

sound

practices,

and that those who produce
the food are treated fauly.
Nutrition
and dietetics
maier, Alyssa Neill, has been
the president of Slow Food URI
for two years and hopes to
mcrease mmdfu!-soaal eating
throughout the URI commuru-

ty.
"Slow Food URI works to
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Rhody the Ram looks around at the Farmer's Market on the Quad,
organized by Slow Food URI.

restore the pleasure of eating
while brmgmg a sense of
awareness back to what food

khow that eating should be Just
as pleasurable as it 1s media-

is, food 1s whole and 1s not

The organization is workmg hard to bnng local food to
the URI campus and JS sponsormg the Local Food Market
on the Quadrangle today and
every Wednesday from 11 a.m:
to 2 p.m. from now until May 9.

processed," Neill said. "Food
1s the• corn on the cob, not the

maltodextrm

derived

from

corn 1n a processed power bar

and it's vital to know the
integrity of our food, and to
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the lanterns

and
had

plam, clear lights the first
year SAWA held the event,
the group has decided to use
lanterns

with

colored

lights

throughout
Rhode Island,
mcluding a Tallulah's Taco cart
that uses only locally-sourced
produce and meat. Another
vendor, chef Jake Roias, was
nominated for best chef of 2012
by Food and Wine magazine
for his Newport restaurant.
Other vendors included at the
event are the Coffee Guy, who
makes cold pressed coffee and
Bravo Wood Fired Pizza with
locally
sourced
toppmgs.
Another vendor, Great Harvest
Bread Co. is also orgaruc and
grinds all of their own grams to
bake fresh bread and muffins
daily.
Slow food URI will host
another Local Food Market in
the fall, which will be held on
Tuesdays.
The next goal for the
orgaruzation 1s to expand the
Local Food Market and have
more local food available

thIS year. SAWA expenmented with usmg colored lights
last year, and, according to
Tetee Joseph, the sight was
"beautiful,
colorful,
and
amazmg" when they sent
them mto the sky.
Last year, Joseph said, the
turnout tor the Lights for
Afnca was "crazy." Initially,
30 people showed up to the
event, but the lit lanterns
attracted
more
students
toward
the
Quadrangle.
Joseph said even though
SAWA ordered a little more
than 100 lanterns last year,
there had not been enough
lanterns for everyone who
showed up at the event to
light. To prepare another
large turnout,
SAWA has
ordered 250 lanterns for this
year's event. The lanterns are
also biodegradable, "to cater
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Get the scoop on Will
Ferrell's bizarre new comedy,
"Casa de mi Padre."

See page 3.
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to those who might be warned about the lanterns' effect
on the env1ronment," Toseph
said.
According
to Joseph,
hosting Lights for Afnca 1s a
cnhcal event for SAWA to not
only unite the campus on the
Quad, but to teach students
about the ongomg battles that
countries in Africa are still
facmg today. The lanterns,
Joseph said, do not only act
as beacons of hope, but represent the "epiphanies" people
have after learning about the
issues that are plagumg modern-day Afnca.
"Some people say ignorance is bliss, but I say ignorance is a disease," Toseph
said. "If you don't know
what's going on outside of
your state, then it's hard to
say that you know anythmg
at all. When people come out
to the Quad, learn about all
that's gomg on m Afnca, and
see the lights m the sky, they
have an epiphany.
It all
comes together for them."
For
Joseph,
who
1s
Liberian and has recently
returned to URI after takmg a
.-\-;
.., ;·,-:+,<,&::f,~R1-,~,--~~~e}le1~.c_e.
__
tnp to Libena, bemg able to
diversity goals.
Hilliard echoed this idea,
explammg that he has tned to
get
people
mvolved
m
Capoeira, an Afro-Brazilian
form of martial arts, and
expose them to a new culture.
"I'm excited because I'm
not domg what I do on campus 1ust for an award," he said.
'Tm doing it because I love
Capoe1ra, the aspects of the
particular martial art and getting more people involved in
1!. I didn't know I could even
win an award for this."
Other
award
winners
mcluded
Kayla Butts and
Riley Davis for Undergraduate
Student
Excellence
m
Academics and Service; Erick
Betancourt, Precious Kafo and
Bnan Sit for Undergraduate
Student
Excellence
m
Leadership and Service; Hillel
and the URI LGBTQ Women's
Group
tor
Student
Orgamzation
Excellence;
Jennifer Brandy and Yife1 Li
for
Graduate
Student
Excellence; Laura Beauvais for
Staff/
Administrative
Excellence and Walter Besio
and Yvette Harps-Logan for
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Miss Universe

pageant

allowing

transgender women to compete
NEW YORK (AP)
Allowmg transgender women

supporting
equality for all
women, and tlus was something
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the Institute for LGBT Studies at
the Uruversity of Anzona, said
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